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To:  Principals  
  
From:  Ms. Patrice Davis 
  Intervention Supervisor  
 
Date:  January 10, 2019 
  
Re:              Jamari Terrell Williams Bullying Prevention Act 
 
 
The Jamari Terrell Williams Student Bullying Prevention Act, No. 2018-472, renames the Student 
Harassment Prevention Act and expands it to better identify and to provide consequences for 
student-against-student bullying, intimidation, violence, and threats of violence.  Notably, it includes 
cyberbullying in the definition of bullying, and it also includes bullying, intimidation, violence, and 
threats of violence that offer off school property.  The Act also imposes additional requirements for 
schools to have bullying programs and committees.   
 
The Act was named after Jamari, a 10-year-old fifth grade student from Montgomery, Alabama who 
took his life on October 11, 2017, after being bullied. 
 
Among the numerous requirements included in the new law for action by schools are the following: 
 

1.   Hold an assembly for students and faculty at the beginning of each school year to address 
the issue of bullying and school violence.  (Included during this assembly shall be a 
discussion of available resources, as well as the encouragement of the reporting of 
bullying incidents.)   

 
2.   Periodically convene a committee of faculty and students to review and to discuss the 

issue of bullying and to make recommendations to school administrators regarding school 
climate, safety, and bullying. 
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3.   Have available for parents’ use a copy of the bullying complaint form.  (See the attached 

document.)   
 
The form should be posted prominently on the school system’s website, as well as on each 
of the schools’ websites.  The form should be included in the Student Handbook that is  
distributed to each student at the beginning of each school year, and the form should also 
be available in each schools’ office.) 
 

4.   Include in the Student Handbook a copy of the school system’s board policy related to 
bullying, including notice that the policy applies to the following: behavior occurring off 
school property, behavior during students’ participation in school-sponsored functions, and 
students’ behavior while online or through other electronic means.   
 

5.   Develop plans or programs, including, but not limited to, peer mediation teams, in an effort 
to encourage students to report and to address incidents of bullying, violence, or threats of 
violence.   
 

6.   Prepare a non-exhaustive list of the specific personal characteristics of a student which 
may often lead to bullying. (Note:  These characteristics are included in the bullying 
prevention policy.)   
 

Several attachments are included with this memo for your review, which should better assist you 
with your implementation and understanding of this new law.   
 
You are also reminded that a Bullying Awareness and Prevention Community Night will be held on 
Thursday, October 10, 2019, from 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.  (The location for this event has yet to be 
determined.) 
 
Ms. Monique Davis, the mother of Jamari Terrell Williams, will serve as the keynote speaker on this 
night.  Other speakers will include:  Representative Alan Baker, the Co-Sponsor of the Jamari 
Terrell Williams Bullying Act, Sheriff Hoss Mack, and Mr. Bob Wilters, the Baldwin County District 
Attorney.  Schools will also be asked to participate on this night by displaying students’ artwork and 
participating in a poster parade.  (More details on this will be forthcoming.)   
 
Thank you, and please let me know if you should have any additional questions or concerns.   
 
Attachments  
 
pc: Counselors      Mr. Anthony Sampson 
 Social Workers      Ms. Hope Zeanah 

Mr. Eddie Tyler     Mr. Marty McRae  
  


